
 

EMILY COSTA 
I’m Emily Costa, a certified general appraiser specializing in agriculture and rural properties, with a 
focus on the unique needs of farmers, ranchers and other food and fiber producers across the West 
Coast. Over the past nine years, I have built my expertise working within the farm credit system, helping 
to provide credit and collateral valuation services for some of the country’s most diverse and productive 
growing regions. Most of my professional background has centered around fruit and nut crops, with an 
emphasis on wine grapes over the last five years. I currently reside near Salem, Oregon with my husband 
and our young Brittany Spaniel. I spend the majority of the year working in the Willamette Valley, but I 
occasionally take on projects and attend industry events in California where I still retain my state 
licensure. 

While I am lucky enough to now call the Willamette Valley my home, I did not grow up here. I am 
originally from Gilroy, California. While some know of it as the “Garlic Capital of the World”, Gilroy is also 
known for its retail outlets and proximity to the Silicon Valley tech industry. My father was a 3rd 
generation farmer in the Central Valley of California and commuted long distance 2-3 times per week to 
run the business with my grandfather. My siblings and I never spent much time there growing up due to 
the distance from our home, but I always had a strong interest in my family’s cherry growing and packing 
business. 

My passion for agriculture truly took root when I attended UC Davis, studied agricultural economics, and 
worked my first cherry packing season. It was during this time that I realized the challenges farmers face 
in sustaining their operations, which led me to a career in agricultural lending. I spent the following few 
years as a credit analyst and built a strong foundation in financial analysis as well as fruit and nut crops. 
Once I transitioned to an appraisal role, I was able to further develop my market research and data 
analytics skills while spending more time out in the field and interacting directly with farmers. The last 4.5 
years of my career have been focused solely on appraisal and developing a specialty in vineyard and 
winery properties in Western Oregon. 

In my current role as an appraiser, I act as a trusted advisor, delivering credible reports to help our 
customers and the farm credit system navigate the complexities of rural property valuation. I’ve honed a 
strong ability to conduct thorough market research, analyze complex data, and craft stories (i.e. through 
report writing) that make those numbers come alive for clients. I also have experience serving on 
professional society boards, contributing to agricultural land value trend studies, generating marketing 
material, and presenting at industry events. I pride myself as being a quick learner, self-starter, and team 
player and believe I have successfully demonstrated these qualities throughout my entire career. 

Outside of work, I am passionate about sports and recreation. Growing up, competitive sports were a big 
part of my life, and I carried that spirit into my college years at UC Davis, where I played on the women’s 
division I field hockey team. My husband and I are avid hikers, and we enjoy exploring new spots for craft 
beer and wine wherever we travel. I am driven by the belief that my work can make a meaningful difference 
in the lives of the customers and agricultural communities that the farm credit system serves. As my 
career continues to evolve, I am committed to combining my passion for agriculture with a dedication to 
service, always striving for balance in both my professional and personal lives. 


