
 

ERIC MARTIN 
My name is Eric Martin.  

I Have Been the Operations manager at Boshart Trucking in Tangent for twelve years, where I also 
reside. Boshart Trucking is Primarily a Grass Straw Baling and export company. 

I was born in Lawton, Oklahoma, where my father was stationed at the Fort Sill Army Base. My 
parents moved to Phoenix Oregon when I was 4 weeks old, I grew up on a small farm where I started 
to find my passion for Animals and Agriculture. I was very involved in 4-H. I raised poultry, pigs and 
cattle. I also had the opportunity to attend several 4-H leadership camps. I also worked on a dairy 
during my high school years, which continued to learn more about Ag. 

With my years of showing pigs and being very involved in this project, I was chosen to represent the 
Oregon Pork producers as their Youth Ambassador to the Pork Leadership institute for Teens in   Des 
Moines, Iowa and Washington DC. I came back to my home state to be involved in industry 
outreach for my one-year term. 

I’ve been involved in the forage gathering/export industry for 33 years. I unknowingly started this 
career path the summer after my first year of college as a baler operator, it obviously stuck! I have 
baled products in Washington (Alfalfa, Timothy, and grass straw) Oregon (Alfalfa, Grass, and wheat 
straw) California (Rice Straw) Idaho  (Grass Straw) Montana (Alfalfa and Wheat Straw)  Nebraska 
(Corn Stover) Indiana (Corn Stover)  and Wisconsin (Corn Stover)  I have been managing harvest 
operations for approximately 25 years now.   

When it comes to special skills or attributes. Being a baler mechanic falls into that category, Balers 
take a specialized set of skills which is kind of becoming a dying breed. 

 Changing the subject completely I’ve also been a volunteer Paramedic/firefighter for the Halsey-
Shedd Fire District for 15 years. 

My college career started at Linn Benton Community College. I studied animal science and was a 
member of the Competitive Livestock Judging Team and the Animal Science club. 

 Upon completion of my associate’s degree, I transferred to Montana State University. My major was 
Ag Operations Technology, with a minor in Animal Science. Here I was involved in multiple Ag clubs: 
Ag Student council, Alpha Gamma Rho, Block n Bridle, Collegiate 4-H, and  the undergraduate 
advisory committee to the College of Ag. 

I currently sit on the Board of Directors for The Willamette Valley Ag. Expo. 

I have long Dreamed of owning my own Baling business, since I was approximately 10 years old, 



 
I could tell you that story sometime! This year that dream became a reality, my wife and I now 
operate a subcontracted baling crew under the BTI umbrella. While I continue overseeing harvest 
operations for all five BTI crews. 

Personally, I’ve raised two successful children. I spent a lot of time on the Basketball court and 
Soccer field coaching their teams. This started when they were 5 years old and lasted through 
Junior high.    My son Bridger became A professional EMT/Firefighter at 22 years old.                               
My Daughter Montana is currently in college studying to Be Registered Nurse and is also in the 
Montana Air National Guard.  

My wife has raised 2 successful daughters are slightly older than my kids. Paeton is an Labor and 
delivery Nurse who is  married and now has 2 boys and a daughter ages 5, 3, and 1. Malie who lives 
in Truckee, Ca. has completed her Bachelor’s degree in Health Science and education, and is now 
studying to become an RN as well. 

Now that my wife and I are empty nesters, we are looking forward to spending time 
traveling/Adventuring and spoiling the grandkids. We both have bucket list destinations around the 
world, so it will be awesome! Our first big Adventure was 10 days in Cancun for our Honeymoon. 
(Amazing) 

I really enjoy camping mainly on the coast and it’s here where another one hobby intersects with 
another hobby of mine and that is riding ATC’s and ATV’s at the sand dunes. 

When I was 12 one of my brothers and I started a lawn mowing business, we bought our first of five 
Honda ATC’s. Each summer we would earn enough to buy another one, till the whole family had 
one. Now I’m at point where I’ve been able to acquire two 1974 ATC’s that I’m restoring that are the 
same vintage that I had when I was a kid. 

So there you have it, this should give you an Idea of who I am and where I came from! 

Here’s a statement that describes how I look at my career. 

“Precision Baling for Quality Straw Every time” 

 


