
 

GEORGE PLAVEN 
George Plaven is an award-winning journalist and storyteller based in the beautiful Pacific 
Northwest. He currently serves as Director of Communications for Pac/West Lobby Group in 
Salem, Ore., working with clients across a wide range of industries including health care, 
construction, local government, and agriculture.  

George graduated from the University of Colorado, Boulder in 2009 with a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism. From there, he began a 14-year career writing for daily and weekly newspapers. His first 
position was at the Montana.Standard in Butte, Mont., where he covered all news beats in the 
nearby town of Anaconda. He then came to Oregon in 2013, joining the East.Oregonian.in Pendleton 
covering agriculture and natural resources. He has also worked for the Capital.Press, a weekly 
publication dedicated to agriculture in Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Northern California.  

George’s reporting has focused primarily on issues affecting natural resources and rural 
communities. Topics have included water conflict in the Klamath Basin; a decades-plus effort to 
revise the Blue Mountains Forest Plan in Eastern Oregon and southeast Washington; the potential 
impacts of floating offshore wind development along the Oregon coast; the growing size and 
severity of wildfires in the West; and efforts to recharge groundwater aquifers in the Umatilla Basin 
of northeast Oregon. He is a multi-time award winner in the Oregon Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s annual Better Newspaper Contest, including for Best Personality Feature, Best 
Government Reporting, and Best News Writing. 

George’s bylines have also appeared in the Denver.Post, Greeley.Tribune.(Greeley, Colo.), Longmont.
Times‗Call.(Longmont, Colo.), Billings.Gazette.(Billings, Mont.), Bend.Bulletin.(Bend, Ore.), 
Statesman‗Journal.(Salem, Ore.), and Oregon Public Broadcasting. 

In 2024, George transitioned to his current role at Pac/West where he uses the skills he developed 
in writing, researching, interviews, and content development to help clients accomplish their 
priorities. Through careful listening and engagement, George crafts compelling narratives that 
appeal to both policymakers and the general public, generating positive outcomes for partners.  

George is always seeking new professional development opportunities. He recently completed his 
Marketing AI Certificate through eCornell, learning how artificial intelligence can be applied on 
behalf of his clients to create innovative digital marketing campaigns. He is a graduate of 
Leadership Hermiston’s Class of 2013, and is now enrolled in the Resource Education and 
Agricultural Leadershp Program (REAL Oregon) as a member of Class 8. He was selected for Oregon 
State University’s Food and Agriculture Media Fellowship in 2022.  

 



 
Outside of work, George is passionate about the outdoors and is an avid hiker, skier, and fly 
fisherman. He lives in Beaverton with his wife and their two dogs. Together, their favorite adventure 
destinations are the Oregon coast, Columbia River Gorge, and California Redwoods. You can also 
find George at some of his favorite Willamette Valley wineries, enjoying the region’s world-famous 
Pinot noir, or glued to the television rooting for his alma mater (Go Buffs!) and Denver sports teams.   

George is looking forward to further sharpening his skills and assuming more leadership and project 
management duties, advocating on behalf of organizations that are working toward smart, 
sustainable management of our shared natural resources. One day, he hopes to climb Machu 
Picchu in Peru and visit the Parthenon in Athens.  

 


