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PETER COLISTRO

Peter Colistro is a dedicated environmental resource protection and enforcement specialist with a
robust background in natural resource conservation, ecosystem services, and land stewardship.
Originally from Portland, Oregon, and currently residing in Salem, Oregon, Peter’s career has been
shaped by a commitment to safeguarding Oregon’s agriculture, natural resources, working lands,
economies, and communities. Currently, Peter serves as a Pesticide Enforcement Officer for the
Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA), where he plays a pivotal role in regulating pesticide use,
ensuring compliance with state laws, and protecting both public health and the environment. His
work involves detailed investigation and enforcement activities that protect the integrity of Oregon’s
agricultural lands and natural resources and maintaining balance between agricultural practices
and environmental sustainability. With a deep understanding of pesticide regulations, Peter works
with the regulated community to help navigate state regulations, resolve allegations of misuse, and
issue enforcement actions when required.

Peter’s engagement with Oregon’s natural heritage and diverse communities began at an early age
through the Boy Scouts of America where he obtained the rank of Eagle Scout. He was regularly
engaged in helping community members in need, rendering aid during flooding, and engaging in
conservation projects. This kindled a spark of reverence for the natural wonders of Oregon that
have continued throughout his life. After high school Peter began to work with various NGOs and
watershed councils in his area. These experiences in restoration and conservation led him to
pursue a degree in Environmental Studies from PSU specializing in water systems and ecosystem
services.

Peter’s passion for natural resource conservation and ecosystem services has been central to his
career. He has long been an advocate for preserving Oregon’s natural landscapes, working with
various organizations and agencies to mitigate the environmental impacts while protecting
Oregon’s natural resource industries. Before joining the ODA, Peter made significant contributions
as a Restoration Crew Leader with the Johnson Creek Watershed Council. In this role, he led
restoration projects that focused on habitat restoration, invasive species management, and water
quality improvement within the Johnson Creek watershed. His hands-on experience in ecological
restoration allowed him to gain a deep appreciation for the delicate balance of natural systems and
the importance of community involvement.

Peter’s most recent previous role was as the Leader Park Ranger with Portland Parks and
Recreation (PPR), where he led teams of Rangers entrusted with the stewardship of the Bureau's
200+ parks and natural areas, totaling over 11,500 acres. His responsibilities in this role were vast
and varied, ranging from resource protection and enforcement to managing complex incidents
across the Parks’ extensive property portfolio. He responded to calls for service regarding law
enforcement and public safety, handled reports and complaints related to resource violations,
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conducted outreach to at risk populations in the community, and investigated environmental
infractions that threatened park resources. Peter’s ability to balance law enforcement with public
relations was key to his success in maintaining the parks' ecological health and visitor safety. In his
enforcement role with Portland Parks, Peter’s position required close collaboration with a wide
network of internal and external stakeholders, including other government agencies, community
organizations, and law enforcement agencies. Peter was instrumental in coordinating response
efforts, ensuring that park regulations were followed while fostering positive community
engagement.

Throughout his career, Peter has developed advanced skills in conflict de-escalation, verbal judo,
and crisis intervention, all of which have proved invaluable in his interactions with the public,
stakeholders, and colleagues. These skills have enabled him to handle high-pressure situations
with professionalism, ensuring that conflicts are resolved in a constructive and peaceful manner.
His training in these areas, coupled with his extensive experience in resource enforcement, makes
him a well-rounded leader in environmental regulation and law enforcement. Peter’s expertise in
natural resource conservation, ecosystem protection, and law enforcement has equipped him with
a unique skill set that bridges the gap between policy, environmental science, and community
engagement. His work continues to impact the sustainability of Oregon’s natural spaces, ensuring
that future generations will enjoy the benefits of Oregon’s vast natural resource industries and
wildlands. Whether managing environmental compliance or navigating complex enforcement
scenarios, Peter is a trusted professional committed to serving all Oregonians and preserving of
Oregon’s natural heritage and industries.



