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Tara Olson is the Coast Program Manager for Oregon Agricultural Trust, where she supports coastal 
farmers and ranchers in ensuring the future of coastal farmland. In this role, Tara helps to ensure 
that farmland remains available, productive, and affordable for future generations, by helping 
farmers and ranchers navigate the complexities of protecting their farmland from being converted 
to non-agricultural uses. Recognizing that farmland loss does not occur in isolation, Tara draws on 
her expertise in agricultural policy, land use, and food security development to work in ways that 
support the long-term viability of rural farming communities.  

Tara’s professional interest in agriculture and food systems began early in her career, when, as a 
preschool teacher, she developed a school garden curriculum for children ages one through five. 
Her interest and expertise grew to encompass rural development more broadly from her hands-on 
experience working with smallholder farmers in rural Nepal. With a primary focus on improving 
household food security and nutrition, Tara collaborated with farming communities to increase 
access to resources for vegetable and mushroom production, establish fruit tree orchards at public 
schools, and secure the nutritional needs of new mothers and young children. This experience 
deepened her understanding of both the international and local challenges that farmers face, from 
market access to policy pressures. The experience solidified her commitment to supporting 
agricultural communities with practical and holistic solutions that address both immediate needs 
and long-term viability. This perspective informs Tara’s current work in farmland protection, 
allowing her to develop strategies that are both locally tailored and effectively address broader 
systemic issues.  

Tara’s research experience in agricultural policy and land use has been crucial in shaping her 
approach to farmland protection. Tara holds a Master of Arts in Global Studies with a concentration 
in Food Studies from the University of Oregon, where she conducted research on the contemporary 
and historic conditions that have shaped agricultural development in Oregon’s Willamette Valley. 
Her research helped her develop a deep understanding of how agricultural practices and land use 
have evolved in the region and the forces that continue to shape farming today. Additionally, Tara 
earned a Graduate Certificate in Nonprofit Management from the University of Oregon, where she 
honed her skills in program management and community engagement. She also holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Science and Environmental Studies from the New College of Florida, where she 
spent a year researching the differences in agricultural pesticide policy-making between the 
European Union and the United States.   

Tara’s commitment to supporting resilient farming communities is rooted in the many lessons she’s 
learned through her varied professional experiences. As she works to ensure that land remains a 
resource that can sustain future generations of farmers, Tara remains committed to fostering 
practical and holistic solutions that empower rural communities to thrive. 


