
 

TRAVIS BOWER 
Travis Bower was born in Salem Oregon in February of 1990 to David and Shellie Bower. He spent 
his childhood growing up in the small town of Turner Oregon just outside of Salem. Travis’ parents 
divorced at a young age, so he grew up as a mostly only child with his father. Travis was the second 
oldest of his three four siblings. As a child he loved spending time outside doing anything that could 
to keep him busy, but his favorite pass times were hunting, fishing and riding bikes with friends. 
Travis grew up on a small creek where he would spend most of his summers as a child. 

Travis spent his childhood attending school in the Cascade school district, which started at Turner 
Elementary School and ended with him graduating from Cascade High School in 2008. Travis 
worked at various jobs throughout his teen years starting with farming, pumping gas and 
construction. Two of his favorite jobs were getting to drive a swather and bailing hay. At the age of 
18, Travis graduated high school and went right to work in the construction field for the next year. At 
the age of 19, Travis was laid off from his construction position. This was a turning point in his life in 
which he decided to enroll at Linn Benton Community College.  Knowing how much he enjoyed the 
outdoors, exploring a career in forestry felt like the best next step.  

After spending a year at Linn Benton Community College working on his core classes, Travis moved 
away from home to live with two roommates in Corvallis. He soon dual enrolled with Oregon State 
University in the College of Forestry, in 2010, pursuing a degree in Forest Operations Management 
with a minor in Business. He also found love at college and began a long-term relationship with 
Julie; someone who also went to Cascade and he had known for years.  

Part of his forestry curriculum required him to obtain six months of work experience in a field 
related to forestry.  Travis landed his first and only internship with Starker Forests Inc. in 2012.  He 
was offered a second internship at Starker in 2013 to complete his required six months forestry 
related internship. Those two years at Starker Forests were spent collecting forest inventory data. In 
2014, Travis graduated from Oregon State with his degree in Forest Operations Management and a 
minor in Business.  

Prior to graduating, Starker offered Travis a temporary job until he was able to find a permanent 
position somewhere else, which he accepted.  Upon graduating, Starker opened a Forester position 
and offered it to Travis in which he excitedly accepted, as Starker was a company many foresters 
dreamed of working for. His career began with inventory cruises and soon transitioned into a 
reforestation forester roll where he spent the next three years. 

 In 2015, Travis and his now soon-to-be wife, Julie, bought their first house in Monroe Oregon, with 
their two dogs whom they adored. After 7 years of dating and two years in their new home, Travis 
and Julie got married in 2017 in Turner Oregon, where they both grew up.  



 
In 2018, Travis’s career role changed from a reforestation forester to a silviculture forester. As a 
silviculture forester, Travis is responsible for the success and growth of young forest plantations. 
Travis maintained that position for two years, and in 2020, Travis became the Silviculture team 
leader for Starker Forests. 

At the end of 2018 Travis and Julie decided to sell their first house in Monroe and move to Albany 
Oregon to be closer to family and work. After Julie had struggled with infertility issues and the two 
were trying for their first child for many years, in 2021 Travis and Julie had a big surprise that they 
were expecting their first child the following August. On August 2, 2022, Emmett Gregory Bower was 
born and has been the pride and joy in Travis and Julies lives ever since.  

Outside of being a forester and family man, Travis enjoys spending time with his family outdoors. 
His favorite hobbies continue to be hunting, fishing, and camping throughout Oregon. Travis 
continues to grow as a father, for he and Julie are expecting a baby girl in March 2025, and as a 
forester as he continues in his role as a silviculture forester, learning and growing with every 
opportunity that comes his way. One motto he tends to live by and repeats often is “You’re never 
lost if you don’t care where you are”. Each day is a new adventure, which Travis continues to cherish 
in a career he enjoys and with a growing family he loves.  

 


