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Warren Hanson is the coordinator of the Pesticide Analytical Response Center (PARC) at the 
Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA), where he oversees Oregon’s response to pesticide 
incidents affecting people, animals, and the environment. Leading a board of ten state agencies, 
Warren ensures that pesticides incidents throughout Oregon are responded to appropriately and in 
a timely manner. This entails analyzing each incident, contacting complainants for more 
information, and making referrals to relevant agencies for potential investigations. Using insights 
from these incidents, Warren also develops targeted outreach materials to address recurring 
pesticide concerns throughout Oregon. 

A native of Hays, Kansas, Warren grew up around agriculture, spending time on his family’s 260-
acre corn and soybean farm in Northwest Iowa. He earned his Bachelor of Science in marine 
biology with a minor in environmental studies from Southwestern College in Kansas. As a way of 
putting off deciding what to do with his life, he then attended Oklahoma State University where he 
earned a Master of Science degree in Environmental Science. His thesis focused on the response of 
riparian arthropods to prescribed burns near rangeland ponds in Oklahoma. While working on his 
degree, Warren worked at an ecotoxicology laboratory running bioassays with frogs, toads, fish, 
carnivorous marine worms, and other creatures. 

Later, at the National Pesticide Information Center (NPIC) at Oregon State University, he responded 
to nearly 9,000 inquiries on pesticide-related topics, including health risks, environmental 
concerns, and regulatory issues. While at NPIC, Warren functioned as the team lead for the fact 
sheet, infographic, and social media projects. Through this work he produced nine web pages, eight 
fact sheets, nine infographics, and a suite of educational materials such as videos and social 
media posts. He also redesigned the NPIC brochure (in English and Spanish) to improve clarity and 
accessibility. 

Since joining ODA, Warren has continued to excel as a science communicator, producing new fact 
sheets, redesigned or produced new brochures, and designing a statewide pesticide contact sheet. 
As vice-chair of ODA’s safety committee, he has also contributed to improving workplace safety 
protocols. Notably, Warren has maintained a 100% response rate to incoming inquiries within one 
business day, reflecting his commitment to exceptional service and public engagement. 

An accomplished communicator, Warren has been invited as a speaker on four occasions to 
discuss pesticide risks, current trends, and effective outreach strategies. His expertise has been 
recognized with a peer-reviewed publication in Toxicological.Sciences and interviews with The.New.
York.Times and HGTV.Magazine. His ability to simplify complex topics extends to his talent for 
illustration, which he uses to create language-independent, visually engaging materials that 
resonate with diverse audiences. 



 
 

Outside of his professional work, Warren is an adventurer and lifelong learner. He has climbed 
Colorado’s 14,438-foot Mt. Elbert, backpacked the Grand Canyon rim-to-rim, spent three weeks 
camping around Iceland and the Faroe Islands with two small children, and traveled to eight 
countries and twenty-two National Parks. He is conversationally fluent in Norwegian and is also 
learning Spanish. A testament to his academic aptitude, Warren skipped a grade in elementary 
school, but never learned how to write in cursive. 

Warren’s hobbies showcase his creative and curious nature. He is an avid reader, having completed 
over 300 books in the last six years. A devoted soccer fan, he played collegiate soccer on an athletic 
scholarship, earning all-conference honors his junior year. His enthusiasm for soccer extends 
globally, following teams from Iceland to Japan and attending matches in England on his 
honeymoon, the Faroe Islands, and around the U.S.A. Warren also enjoys board games, spoon 
carving, origami, and printmaking. 

Warren resides in Albany, Oregon, with his wife, two children, seven ducks, three cats, and a goofy 
dog.  

 


